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Abstract : Father-mother-infant therapy was done for a neglected infant with eating
disorder, who had been physically neglected from birth to 2 years and 10 months old. She
has been cared for by a step-mother from 4 years and 7 months old. But she has often
refused eating and vomitted just after birth. She has been physically and mentally
mild-retarded. We treated the patient with play therapy and tock family therapeutic
approach for the parents in order to facilitate the mother-infant relationship. The
relationship dramatically changed better just after the step-mother’s delivery. The step-
mother acquired her motherhood through rearing a new-born baby, and her father
played an important role in reducing the step-mother’'s anxiety for caring for the patient.
Jpn. J. Med. Psychol. Study Infants, 1 (1) : 53—63, 1992
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