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ON THE ETIOLOGY OF LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT IN AUTISM :
PART 1. ADOLESCENCE AND ADULTHOOD

Ryuji KOBAYASHI, M. D, Ph. D.
Department of Social Work, School of Health Sciences, Tokai University

Problems inherent in conventional lan-
guage cognition disturbance theory were re-
examined showing that autism is comprised
of clinical relationship disturbances. The
characteristics of literacy peculiar to autism
were found to be a concrete pathological
phenomenon pertaining to language develop-
ment and the conceptualization of autistic
individuals’ language development. Obvious-
ly, such language activity without ample
symbolic function involves problems as a
means of linguistic communication, but
within the framework of communication
between two designated parties word mean-
ing relies heavily on context imparting a
stronger degree of affective communication.
Language expression by autistic persons may
appear pathological at first glance, but as
judged by the uniqueness of their characteris-
tic forms of expression, it can be seen as
contributing to a form of communication
which, by nature, deepens between two
designated parties. In terms of communica-

tion development, such modes of expression
can be considered inevitable. We need to
understand the clinical picture of language
development in autistic individuals as charac-
teristic of two-party communication strongly
determined by the developmental level of
communication (the affect level) instead of
employing the yardsticks of normal language
development. What is easily overlooked as a
simple pathological phenomenon may pro-
vide the starting point for constructing a
therapeutic strategy leading to the formation
of more constructive modes of communica-
tion.
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