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SOME CONSIDERATIONS ON THE MEANING OF PRIMITIVE GESTURE
IN THE CASE OF A 12-MONTH-OLD BOY WITH HIGH RISK OF HIGH-
FUNCTIONAL PERVASIVE DEVELOPMENTAL DISORDER

Ryuji KOBAYASHI
Department of Social Work, Tokai University School of Health Sciences
Reiko INOUE
Department of Nursing, Tokai University School of Health Sciences
Isao INAOKA
Komae Nonbiri Clinic

Problems with communication noted in
the developmental disorders have basically
been captured as a disability pertaining to the
individual capabilities of the child, with
modes of support being designed from the
standpoint of how to enable the child to
acquire the capacity for communication.

Normally, communication is divisible into the
verbal and non-verbal forms of communica-
tion, functioning through the media of the
spoken word and gesturing. Various methods
have been developed to date as strategies for
supporting communication to endow children
with verbal language and gesturing. How-
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ever, in such endeavors, the developmental
process of how such media for communica-
tion is acquired through the accumulation of
interpersonal exchange between the child and
surrounding persons starting with the imme-
diate caregiver has rarely been subject to
examination.

The purpose of this manuscript is to
examine the meaning of primitive gesture
that appeared in the case of a boy with
developmental disorder. The subject selected
for the review was a 12-month-old boy and his
caregiver with severe problems in attach-
ment formation between mother and child,
seen as being at risk of high-functioning
pervasive developmental disorder. Capturing
the case as a relationship disorder between
mother and child, the authors became
clinically involved from the standpoint of
supporting relational development.

Self-injurious behavior (disturbance)
arising from motivational conflict noted early
in therapy gradually subsided with alleviation
of the ambivalence surrounding relational
needs. Interestingly, diminution of the behav-
jor (disturbance) arising from the conflict
was replaced soon after by the appearance of
pseudo-self-injurious behavior, as a form of
self-expression based on relational needs.
The manifestation started from the pleasant
experience of becoming the focus of attention
and being cuddled by the mother upon acci-
dentally hitting his head against the floor.
The wish to reenact the experience grew
strong, leading to appearance of the act of

“banging his head on the floor™ as his mode

of expression. A close association was sur-
mised to exist between the primordial mode
of perception and the mode of experience in
this instance. A characteristic of such pri-
mordial modes of gesturing is the difficulty of
capturing their meaning due to high context-
dependency, making the gestures understand-
able only through contextual interpretation.
As such, it was shown that coming to under-
stand the background within which such
behavior occurred, together with the circum-
stances and content of the experience is indis-
pensable for capturing their significance.
Moreover, the process by which such primor-
dial modes of gesturing undergo transition
into regular gesturing was examined and
presented together with the authors’ views on
the matter.

To date, strategies for supporting the
developmental disorders have emphasized
training through developmental tasks to
enable the child to acquire various capabil-
ities. However, the findings obtained on the
generation process of gesturing in this study
indicate the importance of clinical interven-
tion focusing on the emotional state of the
child, i.e., the developmental perspectives of
the mind in addressing such disabilities.

Author's Address:

R. Kobayashi

Department of Social Work, Tokai Uni-
versity School of Health Sciences

143 Shimokasuya, Isehara, Kanagawa,
259-1193 JAPAN

—183—




